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Frequently Asked Questions 

 

 

Q: Would particular performer partnering structures (e.g. all-academic,  

academic/industrial, all-industrial) be considered more appropriate for  

responding to this BAA? 

 

A: All proposed performer structures will be considered without prejudice -  

the only criteria being used for evaluation are those listed in the BAA.  

Proposers should be sure to explain clearly and succinctly how their proposed  

performer structure impacts the listed evaluation criteria. 

 

-------------- 

 

Q: Would open source licenses other than Apache 2.0 be considered?  

 

A: The Apache 2.0 open source license is preferred, but proposals for the use  

of other open source licenses (e.g. GPL, BSD) that accomplish the same general  

goal of making source code "available at no cost for use and improvement by  

the public" will be considered. Those wishing such consideration should  

explain clearly and succinctly their reasons for proposing a different  

license. 

 

-------------- 

 

Q: Is an international organization eligible to submit a proposal to DARPA-BAA-10-65? 

 

A: All responsible entities may propose.  If an international entity submits a proposal, it 

must be priced in U.S. dollars.   

 

-------------- 

Q: Is there a maximum funding amount available for all proposals under this BAA?  Is 

there a maximum amount that could be awarded to a proposer? 

 

A: The final program budget will be determined by the quality of proposals received. 

Proposal costs should be appropriate for the work proposed, and sufficient for the effort 

required to meet the milestones stated in the BAA and the goals of the program.  No 

predetermined performer budget has been set. 

 

-------------- 

 

Q: Is it necessary for a single research team to include experts on mobility as well as 

experts on manipulation?  Or could a team that focuses only on manipulation be awarded 



funding and be able to work with a team that focuses only on mobility after the awards 

are made? 

 

A: While it is acceptable to propose work in both mobility and manipulation, it is by no 

means necessary to do so. A focus on either mobility or manipulation is completely 

acceptable. 

 

------------- 

Q: What team size / funding level should proposers target? 

 

A: Proposers should size their team and funding level to correspond to the level of work 

proposed. If there is a range of possible work / team size / funding, proposers should 

indicate such in their abstracts. 

 

------------- 

 

Q: Should we bid this BAA as a four year effort? While Figure 1 of the announcement 

shows four years for the preliminary schedule, I am unclear if this is an expectation or a 

suggestion. In the “Proposal Abstract Format” information, there is mention that the 

abstract should include cost, schedule and measurable milestones for “each year of the 

effort” implying that this is absolutely a multiyear program. 

 

A: Proposers are not obliged to bid their work as a four year (or multi-year) effort. The 

length of time should be consistent with the work proposed. 

 

------------- 

 

Q: What do you consider natural terrain? Specifically, is the indoor/outdoor urban 

environment under consideration? 

 

A: Yes, all environments where the military may play a role is under consideration. 

 

------------- 

 

Q:  Is it OK to have an international collaborator if he can perform unique experiments 

and provide very useful data? 

 

A: All responsible entities may propose.  If an international entity submits a proposal (as 

a prime or sub), it must be priced in U.S. dollars. Proposers are responsible for ensuring 

that they are in compliance with export control and security laws, regulations, and 

policies. 

 

------------- 

 

Q: Any particular preference on mode(s) of locomotion? 

 



A: DARPA does not have a preference on mode of locomotion.  DARPA welcomes all 

proposer ideas. 

 

------------- 

 

Q: All Tracks/Tasks geared toward walking robots or are wheeled robots of interest? 

 

A: All forms of locomotion are of interest. 

 

------------- 

 

Q: Under the Track 1: Design Tools section, you mention, “Statistically valid, 

hierarchical human operator, and adversary models” – is this to say that you want a 

model of the human operator in terms of how he/she interacts with the robotic system? 

 

A: Yes 

 

------------- 

 

Q: Can we propose either ground robot or UAVs? 

 

A: UAVs are not a particular focus of this BAA. However, design and control principles 

that apply to UAVs as well as ground and water vehicles are in scope. 

 

------------- 

 

Q: Do we need to touch all the tasks: design tools, fabrication methods, and control 

algorithms? Or focus on only one? 

 

A: You only need to focus on one. You may choose to focus on more than one. 

 

------------- 

Regarding Mod_2 to BAA-10-65, concerning Sections II.C and III.G that state: "Each 

proposal should begin with a first task describing a proof-of-concept in simulation, not to 

exceed $200,000 for this task." 

 

Q: Am I correct in my understanding that this first task is a necessary component of the 

first year, but that it is also within scope to propose additional first year tasks in parallel?    

 

A: Yes. 

 

Q: Do I understand correctly that these additional tasks could entail output from this 

required first task but that it must not in turn have any dependency upon those others? 

 

A: This is left to the proposer's discretion. Minimizing dependency between tasks will 

best facilitate negotiation of the contract should the proposal be selected for funding. 



 

Q: Do I understand correctly that this requirement is lifted for the option years (i.e., there 

are no specifically mandated tasks and funding levels for those possible out years)? 

 

A: Correct. Also note that the simulation task is not to exceed $200K. It may be less. 

 

------------- 

 

Q: Can the initial proof-of-concept simulation be scheduled for 6 months of effort? 

 

A: Yes, proposer’s discretion, but not to exceed 12 months. 

 

------------- 

 

Q: Must the proof-of-concept effort be the sole supported task at the beginning of the 

work, and completed before commencing other work, or can it be funded in parallel with 

the other proposed work? 

 

A: Either. Proposer’s discretion. 

 

------------- 

 

Q: If the proof of concept simulation should be the entire 1-year base effort, can we delay 

all of our other proposed activities by one year, extending the overall length of the work? 

 

A: Yes. 

 

------------- 

Q: By proof of concept in simulation, does the simulation need to be in software or does 

the simulation also include physical mockups, proof of concepts, etc?  

 

A: Proposer’s discretion. 


